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Ethics and deontology

Integrity
Journalism and communication must be 

transparent, honest, and upright. Full 
and truthful independence needs to be 

granted both to the journalist and 
communicator and to his/her sources

Need to nurture and adopt a critical 
and sceptical attitude towards all 

sources and information

The methodology used in the work 
process should always be 

explained

Have the information reviewed by at 
least two independent fact-checkers, 
peers and/or experts and specialists

Objectivity is relevant, but 
transparency it is even more so

Try to adopt an impartial and 
objective language, although it 
should still be representative of 

the current debate, also in terms of 
proportions and weights of the 

diverse positions within the 
scientific community

Context and needs are presented in a 
correct diachronic perspective

Complexity is embraced, and 
uncertainty is dealt with and 

incorporated into the information. 
The focus of the story should be on 
the science process and not solely 

on the results

Connections with the historical, 
political, social and economical 
framework are clear, explicit and 

clearly described

Clear description of the sources, 
in order for the reader to be able 

to find them

Clear and explicit statement both 
on the relationship with the 

sources or in case of any conflicts 
of interest

The information is based on facts 
and data with references, links, 

sources for each piece of data/fact

The editor or reviewer (explicitly 
mentioned in the content) has a 

declared relationship of proximity 
(cultural, geographical, etc.) with the 

subject to be dealt with

Adjectives and other forms of 
evaluative language are used only 

when necessary

The subject is of ascertained 
international/ national/ local interest 

(depending on the platform)

The content explicitly explains why 
the topic is of public interest and 
what is the novelty compared to 

previous knowledge

80% of the bibliographic sources 
should not be more than five years 

old (risk of obsolescence)

There is an explicit link between 
the story and the piece of research 

(basic/local/national) behind it

Rigour
Rigour and accuracy are two key assets 
of science and should also characterise 
any science communication, from the 

quick post on social media to the more 
articulate long-form article or interactive 
cross-media. To be rigorous, SC should 
focus on the process of science making 
and not only on the results and should 
never be presented as an immutable 

piece of truth 

Relevance
The priority of science communication 

is to respond to the needs of the 
audience and enable the target users to 

fully incorporate their scientific 
citizenship rights. In other words, SC 
should aim to give people the correct 

information to make a decision, discern 
among alternatives, choose the 

appropriate sources of knowledge and 
embrace those scientific outputs that 

can contribute to their well-being


